
fllellLeu runger. 
For example, a company 

who hires a welfare recipient 
as a janitor might be reim­
bursed for a month's wages, 
said Hunt. However, a compa­
ny who hires someone for 
facilities maintenance might 
be reimbursed for four 
months, he said. That job has 
more responsibilities and may 
require knowledge of heating 
and cooling for a large office 
building. Employers still have 
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The handmade toys are 
mixed in with new and used 
trucks, dolls, tea sets, stuffed 
animals and board games 
intended for 2,500 needy chil­
dren in Putnam and Kanawha 
counties. 

Parents snap them up, said 
Gary Creswell, the Salvation 
Armis executive assistant. 

"They usually don't last very 
long," said Creswell, referring 
to the toys' popularity and not 
their durability. "We're there 
nine hours, and we only put a 
few out every hour. Parents 
understand these toys aren't 
from Kmart or Wal-Mart, and 
they relish the thought that 
someone would take that 
much time to create a cradle 
or hobby horse or truck for 
their child." 

The Valley Woodworkers of 
West Virginia begins making 
toys months before Christmas. 
Their project starts with the 
West Virginia Forestry Associ­
ation, which donates 3,000 to 
5,000 board feet of lumber 
worth about $8,000 to $12,000. 

Evans Lumber Co. of South 
Charleston planes the lumber, 
and Woodcraft Supplies of 
Parkersburg and avis, a wood­
work supply company near 
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to 9:30 p.m. for $29.95 per per­
son. The buffet includes roast 
beef, prime rib, chicken 
supreme, baked cod, salads, 
vegetables and assorted 
desserts. The price includes 
champagne and party favors. 
There will be a DJ from 11 
p.m. to 2:30 a.m. Call 776-5000 
for reservations and informa­
tion. 

Wellington's of Scarlet 
Oaks in Poca will have aNew 
Year's Eve party from 8 p.m. to 
1:30 a.m. The cost is $75 per 
couple, and it includes hors 
d'oeuvres, buffet of prime rib 
and salmon, stuffed chicken 
breast with salmon and straw­
berries romanoff. It also 
includes champagne at mid­
night, hats and noisemakers. A 
continental breakfast will be 
served near the end of the 
evening. Regular dining will 
also be available. Reservations 
are needed for each option. For 

rrograms;'Wlllcn aUIIlllllsters 
the unemployment and job ser­
vice programs. Multi-CAP is 
not affiliated with the DHHS, 
but works with that agency and 
with the Bureau of Employ­
ment Programs, Hunt said. 

Those who have been on 
welfare for 30 months or who 
are within one year of beiI;lg 
cut off from aid are eligible for 
the VisionWorks program, he 
said, as are parents behihd 'In 
child support. 

Ripley, donate plywood and 
finish. 

Without these donations, the 
woodcrafters wouldn't be able 
to afford the expensive toy­
making enterprise, club mem­
bers said. . 

The 20-some members meet 
monthly, but in August they 
begin gathering more fre­
quently for work parties at 
members' homes. 

"The closer we get to dead­
lines, the more we work. I 
moved my bunk to Curt's 
house," joked Scott Depot resi­
dent Cleo Hinkle, who is 
retired from Bell Atlantic. 

Other secret Santa work­
shops can be found at the 
Scott Depot home of John 
Bright, the Hurricane home of 
Peter Howell, the South 
Charleston home of Jim 
Shoger and the Hurricane 
shop maintained by Merle 
Phalen and Ray Casto. 

Williamson and some wood­
working buddies started the 
club in 1991, and the following 
year began donating their tra­
ditional toys to the Salvation 

. Army. 
Each year members try to 

improve upon their handi­
work, said Dan Pleska of Scott 
Depot. 

"The Salvation Army cri­
tiques our work after every toy 
giveaway, telling us what goes 
and what doesn't," said Ples­

more information or reserva­
tions, call 755-8219. 

Gospel sing 
ANew Year's Eve Gospel 

Sing will take place at the 
Charleston Civic Center from 7 
p.m. to 1 a.m. Tickets are $15 
and $12 in'advance and $18 
and $15 the day of the perfor­
mance. For more information, 
call 345-7469. 

Sports 
The Huntington Blizzard 

has an early faceoff against the 
Chesapeake Ice Breakers at 6 
p.m. at the Huntington Civic 
Arena. Following the game, 
there will be a New Year's Eve 
party in the arena's Suite B 
with a $5 cover charge. There 
will be food, champagne, danc­
ing and a cash bar. For ticket 
information, call 697-7825 or 
1-800-319-5711. . 

First Night celebration 
schedule set 

Due to an error in the original 
schedule published last week, 

selves, to nave a JOD,'~ saw 
Burke, who added, "I'm not 
mad at people getting welfare. 
I think it's great they're get­
ting off. Is it better for them to 
have a job? Absolutely?" 

While the VisionWorks pro­
gram does not begin until 
summer, other employment 
prograYYl.$ are aV9-ilable now, 
said Hunt. For more informa­
tion, he can be reached at 344­
1025. 

ka, who works for Union Car­
bide. "We take their sugges­
tions to heart and try to make 
what they want." 

While it's hard for members 
to put a dollar estimate on 
their years of toy contribu­
tions, Bell Atlantic retiree Tom 
McClellan of Scott Depot has 
his own way of gauging their 
value. 

"We've put out 700 or 800 
cradles over the years, and 
I've never seen one in a garage 
sale or flea market. I've never 
seen one show up outside any­
where," he said. 

It's as if the toys' owners, 
sensing the love and time that 
went into them, love them a 
long time. 

That's how club president 
Allan McNeel of Scott Depot 
remembers the wooden wagon 
and farm set he played with as 
a child. . 

''We try to produce toys that 
last not only through one 
child, but hopefully for a gen­
eration or two," explained the 
woodworker, whose hands also 
heal sick animals at Cross 
Lanes Veterinary Hospital. 

"We make our toys unique 
enough that a child's family 
will want to take care of them. 
That's nothing against the 
other toys, but good old wood­
en toys - you can't beat 
them." 

we are publishing the entire 
First Night schedule. 

The third annual First Night 
celebration on Dec. 31 will fea­
ture 12 different entertain­
ment programs at six 
Charleston locations. Trolley 
rides will be offered among 
program sites and hot choco­
late will be served. 

All events and trolley rides 
are free. Programs begin at 6 
p.m. Each program lasts 
approximately 45 minutes. The 
city parking building next to 
City Hall on Virginia Street in 
Charleston will be open for 
those going to the Capitol The­
ater. 

The schedule of events is as 
follows: 

Kanawha United Presbyter­
ian Church, 1009 Virginia St. 
East, Charleston: 6 and 8 p.m., 
Deborah and Roger Lucas, 
accompanied by Ron Neal, 
"Songs to Remember;" 7 p.m. 
Mountain Thyme, Celtic and 
traditional strings; and 9 p.m., 
Stacy and Clark Miller, cello 
and guitar. 

Former deputy's wife can't meet deadline 
The estranged wife of former Putnam County 

Sheriff's Deputy Tom Ashley says there's no way 
she and her two children can vacate the couple's 
mobile home on time, even though she is violat­
ing the eviction deadline set by the county 
school superintendent. Trena Ashley, 25, was 

. told shortly after local media reported that she 
had charged her husband with beating her that 
she had to be off the property by Dec. 14. The 
mobile home is at Hurricane Town Elementary 
School. Superintendent Sam Sentelle said he 
would not give her an extension, "but I ·probably 
won't say anything to her." Ashley said she had 
to quit her job as a medical technician because 
she couldn't afford to pay a baby-sitter. She said 
she's trying to stretch $1,000 that local strip­
club owners Calvin Lavender and Frank 
Masiarczyk Jr. gave her last month to help her 
out. 

Licensed Putnam printers 
free to use Motor City Bowl logo 
The Ford Motor City Bowl has dropped its 

demand that only union print shops be granted 
a license to print hats and T-shirts for the game 
between Marshall University and the Universi­
ty of Mississippi on Dec. 26. The bowl granted 
permission to five printers in West Virginia, 
including PM Enterprise in 'Poca, SE Sports­
wear in Nitro, and T-Shirt Internation.al in Hur­
ricane, to manufacture or distribute 
merchandise. 

County commissioner hospitalized after 
wreck 

Putnam County Commissioner Steve Hodges 
was hospitalized after a two-vehicle crash Dec. 
13 that left him with a broken breastbone. 
Hodges, 67, also injured his neck and left knee 
in the accident. According to police reports, 
Hodges had stopped his Ford Explorer on Teays 
Valley Road and was preparing to turn left into 
his driveway when a Ford pickup struck his 
vehicle from behind. The driver of the pickup, 
66-year-old Frederick Graham of Hurricane, 
was not hurt in the accident. Both drivers were 
alone, and both were wearing their seat belts, 
according to the report. No citations were 
issued. 

Development authority closes 
on business park site 
Just two and a half weeks before its purchase 

option expires, the Putnam County Economic 
Development Authority closed in 148 acres it 
will develop as a regional business park in Fra­
ziers Bottom. The authority envisions the 
development, named the 
Huntington/Charleston Business Center, as 
ideal for regional manufacturing, product fin­
ishing and distribution enterprises serving the 
tri-state area. Executive Director Debbie 
Phillips said it's possible that a portion will be 
ready for sale by next fall. Other sections of the 
business park will require four to five years for 
development with all utility services. The site 
includes 10 acres that front both the Kanawha 

For daily coverage ofPutnam Cou 
Gazette, the Charleston Daily Mail 
subscribe, call 348-5151. 

First Presbyterian Church, Buddy Griffin, ~ 

Activity Room, Broad and Vir­ Hallelujah Man 
ginia streets, Charleston: (3 and 

Christ Church 8 p.m., Hunt & Chase, "Music 
Methodist, 1221 with a Lot of Heart." 7 and 9 
Charleston: 6 ar p.m., Three Tenors Plus One, 
Caffie-Austin, glvocalists. 
and 9 p.m., Judi 

St. John's Episcopal Church, Broadway Karal 
1105 Quarrier St., Charleston: 

St. Paul's Luti 6 and 8 p.m., Strings & Ivory, 
Lee and Beaure~violins and piano; 7 and 9 
Charleston: 6 alip.m., George Daugherty and 
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