














AMERICA’S TOP SHOPS

Smart Ildeas for the Taking
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Resaw jig: This resaw jig that Peter
designed reduces waste and improves the
quality of the cut pieces. Here, Peter inserts a
walnut board between the jig and the fence. Two
featherboards mounted on short pieces of angle
iron allow them to be positioned both vertically
and horizontally, depending on the height and
thickness of the board. A tight, secure fit ensures
resawn boards will have uniform thickness and
smoothness. The jig itself is clamped to the
bandsaw table.

bandsaw table

Distance from front of bandsaw table to front
of blade must be centered between uprights.

Hose rack and drill support: peter designed this hose reel (left
side of photo)15 years ago and it remains a standard in his shop today.

“It seemed like | had vacuum hoses lying all over the floor or | was trying
to hang them on the wall. | had difficulty finding them sometimes,” Peter
explains. The reel holds 20' of 1%2" hose on the lower rack and 30" of 22"
hose on the upper rack. A collapsible leaf at each end of the drill press
table gives Peter the flexibility to easily work on vertical pieces, but when
locked into the horizontal position, larger pieces, such as rocking horse
bodies or wagon parts, get plenty of support.
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Shop cart: peter designed this cart with the express
& purpose of controlling clutter and speeding production so
5] - club members could easily move project parts between
work stations for the next machining operation. Before he
designed the cart, Peter says, “We had piles of wood and
components scattered hither and yon on workbenches and
e saw tables. We were constantly moving components so we

by could use the table saw or workbench.”
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-Spray booth: Here’s a safe solution. With 300 toys that need finish
coats, club members spend a lot of time in Peter’s spray booth. Peter inserts
a %" plywood panel into the 36" exterior door. The panel holds the 3%-hp, 24"
explosion-proof fan. Four large screened windows in the office are opened to
provide clean makeup air while the fan clears fumes and overspray. The
booth walls are covered with 4 mil plastic sheeting; a canvas drop cloth
protects the floor. The spray gun operator is fitted with a full-face supplied
air respirator when working with toxic materials. A cartridge respirator
could also be used, Peter says, but the cartridges would have to be
replaced frequently.

Inset: a block glued to the plywood panel provides a filler allowing the
clamp to hold it securely against the doorstops. “It works well. I've been
doing it this way for a long, long time,” Peter says.
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Peter Howell -

“Making toys for the Salvation Arniy not only helps under
woodworking and how to safely use tools and machinery.”

P eter got his introduction to woodworking as a
youngster, making wooden boats, planes, and
cars under the watchful eye of his grandfather, a mas-
ter carpenter. His interest never waned, but other than
woodshop classes in middle school, working with
power tools had to wait until Peter graduated from
college, got a job, and had an income.

“l bought a radial-arm saw with my first paycheck,”
Peter recalls. “In those early years, | used my
income tax refund each year to buy another piece of
machinery,” including the drill press and combination
belt/disk sander he uses to this day.

As a chemical engineer, Peter spent 30 years
involved in the design, operation, maintenance, and
management of chemical plants. For the last 10 years
he has been self-employed as a safety consultant to the chemical, petrochemical, refining, pulp and paper industries, and the
federal agencies that regulate them. Yet, at age 63, he has no plans to retire any time soon.

Peter joined the Valley Woodworkers of West Virginia Club after moving to the Charleston, West Virginia, area 12 years ago. It
was his first experience with a club, but his knowledge of woodworking and workplace safety was instantly valuable. He served
as chairman of the club’s Toy Committee and offered his basement shop as headquarters for the club’s annual toy-making
program. From September through November, club members produce over 300 toys, in this and other members’ workshops,
that the Salvation Army provides to underprivileged children as Christmastime.

Peter says there is significantly less activity in his shop during the December-August “off-season.” As time allows,
he makes furniture and toys for his family. &%k

[

With the addition of new power tools several years ago,
club toy production increased from 100 cradles each
year to 175 cradles plus alphabet blocks with wagons,

rocking horses, and wagons. The club has donated
5,540 toys since 1991. The toys are made from local
Appalachian hardwoods such as ash, cherry,
walnut, and maple, which the West Virginia
Forestry Association provides. A local business,
Evans Lumber Company, donates hardwood
plywood, and other local businesses donate steel axles,
lacquers, and other supplies, which cover about 90% of the total cost. Te:
The balance comes from the club’s treasury.
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HOW TO SUBMIT YOUR SHOP: Jim Harrold, Editor-in-Chief o Hi
d Woodcraft Magazine M

Got a top woodworking shop filled with ideas for smarter woodworking? You 4420 Emerson Avenue, Suite A '
could be featured in Woodcraft Magazine and earn a $200 Woodcraft gift card. P.O. Box 7020 *St
Send a short writeup, photos and/or sketches and rough floor plan, if possible, to: P al_'kersburg, WV 261 02-7.020 M.
Editor@WoodcraftMagazine.com o Ey
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